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Considerations when Conducting Research in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) 
 

Alignment with national and local 
priorities of settings for 
research. “Strengthening the capacity 
for conducting socially relevant 
research should be a specific aim of 
the partnership” (Afsana et al 2009) 
 

a. How does this study address local research and policy priorities? 
b.  How were local researchers involved in study design? “By adopting a participatory population 

perspective that emphasizes the social influences on health and disease, epidemiology is in a position 
to reassert its public health roots by (1) extending the search for causes from the individual to the 
community and to sociopolitical systems, (2) broadening the methodologies to include qualitative and 
participatory research methods, and (3) integrating lay knowledge into scientific knowledge.” (Leung 
2004) 

 

Integration of local teams in data 
interpretation and knowledge 
production. 
 

a. How will research staff who conduct the data collection be acknowledged? 
b. To what extent will all members of the research partnership have access to study data? 
c. How will research partners collaborate in interpreting the study data? “Shifting power is partly about 

providing the right tools for the job, such as appraisal tools developed through First Nations peoples’ 
world views.” (Lock et al 2021) “When we decide to prioritize rigorous, reproducible results, our group 
has found that we are often forced to relegate a vast diversity of local resources, individual skillsets, 
and community perspectives to the sidelines of engagement as incidental confounders. Yet, in our 
experience, when we step back and acknowledge the contextualized relevance of these ‘confounders’, 
surprising conclusions and solutions have also emerged.” (Salmen et al 2022) 

d. How will the leadership, contribution, and ownership* of this research by LMIC researchers be 
recognized within the authorship of related publications? “Substantive representation of both HIC and 
LMIC partners, including first and senior authorship positions for LMIC collaborators, should reflect the 
fairness of opportunity and leadership in the process.” (Morton et al 2021) *“Ownership means that 
each partner co-owns the outputs of the partnership. Ownership can be shared equally by all partners, 
or all partners can agree on a specific, equitable designation of ownership for certain outputs.” (Larson 
et al 2022) 

e. Gender equity*: How will gender balance be addressed within authorship? *“Within the partnership 
there are opportunities for all genders to voice their opinion in a considered, fair, respectful and open 
manner. All genders can expect to fully participate within the partnership.” (Larson et al 2022) 
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Capacity-building*. “Consider how 
work, once started, will be maintained 
over the long term. The ideal goals of a 
global health partnership should be to 
improve the capacity of all partners, 
rather than developing short-term 
solutions.” (Amisi et al 
2023) *“Capacity building is the 
strengthening of competencies, at the 
individual, community, organization or 
system level. It can also occur in a 
bidirectional way.” (Larson et al 2022) 

a. How will funding for this study be used to support the local research team? 
b. How will the project contribute to training of LMIC researchers?   

 

Results dissemination to national and 
local audiences. “This is the 
communication, exchange, and 
application of knowledge by relevant 
stakeholders to ultimately improve 
people’s health. It helps accelerate 
the benefits of global and local 
innovation in strengthening health 
systems.” (Larson et al 2022) 

a. How will research products be shared to address local needs? 
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